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Thank you to our generous sponsors! 
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Our Mission 
We provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance world 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through our fellowship of 
business, professional, and community leaders.  
 

Our Core Values 
Our values are an increasingly important component in strategic 
planning because they drive the intent and direction of the 
organization’s leadership. 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE 
 

This document certifies that 

 

______________________________________ 
(Name) 

 of the Rotary Club of __________________________________ 

has attended the club’s General Membership Meeting and Fellowship 

on __________________________ held at Koronadal City, South 

Cotabato, Philippines. 

 

     RTN. RHEA E. SAVARIZ 
          Executive Secretary 

 

17th General Membership Meeting  

and Fellowship 
 
 

 PROGRAM FLOW  

 

 PART I. Registration and Dinner 

 PART II. Meeting Proper 
    

Call to Order     RTN. ILAH MARIE L. LABRADOR, PHF 
      President, RY 2023-2024 
 

Invocation     Overture  

Philippine National Anthem   Overture 

Rotary Hymn     Overture 

Four-Way Test and Object of Rotary  RTN. JASON ANTHONY Y. GARCIA 
Past Assistant Governor 
 

 
 

Agenda: 
 
1. December Gift-Giving and Feeding Project at Moloy ES, Surallah 
2. Christmas and Thanksgiving Party  
3. Other matters 
 
Discussion and Open Forum  
 
 

Secretary’s Report     JANINE C. PRING, PHF 
      President-Elect, RY 2024-2025 
 

Adjournment     RTN. ILAH MARIE L. LABRADOR, PHF 
      President, RY 2023-2024 

 

PART III. Fellowship 
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   Invocation 
 

We beseech Thee, our Heavenly Father 
to bestow Thy grace upon this meeting. 
Guide and protect us always with your 
Holy Spirit. As we enjoy our fellowship, 
one with another, may we grow in 
stature, so that we may be able to give 
more to our friends in Rotary, and in turn 
give strength to the ideals of Rotary in 
the service to mankind. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

Inspiring Quote  
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In December, I will attend the United Nations COP28 climate change summit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. There, 
I will speak about the convergence of two global crises: climate and mental health. As the World Health Organization 
has noted, climate change worsens risk factors — such as disruptions to homes and livelihoods — for mental health 
problems. The emotional distress of a disaster also makes it difficult for people to recover and rebuild.  
Rotary partner ShelterBox is an international disaster relief charity that has helped more than 2.5 million displaced 
people in approximately 100 countries with emergency shelter, essential household items, and technical support. I 
wish to share this month’s column with their CEO, Sanj Srikanthan, who explains that the words we choose to 
describe disasters matter.   
— Gordon McInally 
The term “natural” disaster has long been used to describe tropical storms, floods, earthquakes, and volcanic 
eruptions, but there needs to be an urgent shift in the language we use. While the term may seem harmless, and 
we’ve not always gotten it right, we’ve learned through our work with disaster-affected communities how it 
perpetuates a dangerous myth that nothing could have been done to prevent people being so badly affected. This 
misleading and harmful narrative can lead to a lack of action to help people who need it. 
The language we use matters. When we frame disasters as natural, we fail to acknowledge the complex interplay 
between nature and the role of human actions and how they impact communities around the world. 
Earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, and extreme storms, drought, and flooding occur because of natural 
processes on Earth. But it is how these events affect people or the environment that has the potential to make them 
a disaster — outcomes influenced by human factors like where people live, what types of homes they have, political 
instability, and the lack of proactive measures to protect vulnerable communities. A disaster is the result of systemic 
inequalities in access to resources and power. Where we live and how much money we have often determines our 
ability to recover. The people worst affected are those living in poverty, with the least means to protect themselves 
and few resources to withstand the next event.  
By framing these events as natural, we undermine the need for proactive measures to protect vulnerable 
communities, masking the underlying social, economic, and political instability that makes marginalized and 
disadvantaged communities disproportionately affected. Our teams see firsthand how issues like inequality, 
poverty, urbanization, deforestation, and the climate crisis can make communities more vulnerable. 
At ShelterBox, we simply say “disaster” or are more specific, describing the extreme weather, earthquake, tsunami, 
or volcanic eruption. I urge everyone to help us in breaking this cycle by committing to language that accurately 
reflects why people are affected so badly.    

Only then does it pave the way to address the underlying causes of vulnerability and work toward a more just and 
equitable future for all, with the necessary investment, resources, and proactive measures to help protect affected 
communities.  
Disasters are not natural. Let’s stop saying they are. 
Sanj Srikanthan 
CEO, ShelterBox 

 

DECEMBER 2023 
R. Gordon R. MacInally 
RI President 2023-2024 
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Trustee’s Chair Message 
Barry Rassin 

December 2023 
 
“So this is Christmas / And what have you done?” sang John 
Lennon in the holiday classic “Happy Xmas (War Is Over),” released 
in 1971 with Yoko Ono. 
The holidays are a time of warmth and togetherness but also of 
reflection. Above all, the season is a time of generosity, especially 

to those less fortunate. 
During your holiday giving, remember that gifts to The Rotary 

Foundation may not fit nicely in a present box, yet they keep on giving throughout the year. 
December is also Disease Prevention and Treatment Month. Just think of all the Rotary efforts 
that would not be possible without the generosity of you, our Rotary family. Consider the 
incredible progress we have achieved in our fight to end polio — the countless lives we’ve saved 
and the hope we’ve restored. Think of all the clinics around the world Rotary has equipped and 
the medical professionals trained through Foundation grants, helping fight heart disease and 
Guinea worm disease. 
Your gifts to the Foundation also help make health care accessible to underserved communities 
in a big way through Programs of Scale. Right now, those grant recipients are working to end 
malaria in Zambia, reduce the mortality rate of mothers and their infants in Nigeria, and eliminate 
cervical cancer in Egypt. 
Of course, our reach extends far beyond disease prevention and treatment. During times of 
disaster, we must act swiftly to alleviate suffering and offer support. In response to the devastating 
earthquake in Morocco in September, The Rotary Foundation Trustees established the Morocco 
Earthquake Response Fund to support immediate relief efforts led by Rotary members on the 
ground. You can contribute directly, and your districts can apply for grants from the fund until 21 
September 2024 or until the funds are fully allocated. Anyone can initiate a fundraiser for the 
Morocco fund on Raise for Rotary, opening further avenues for your generosity. 
We truly have the gift of giving. There are no limits to the opportunities to give and make a 
difference through Rotary. 
As we approach the end of the year, I invite you to make your gifts before 31 December. Your 
generosity will have a profound impact on many — people who you may never meet, but whose 
lives you will change just the same. 
On behalf of Esther and myself, we wish you all a joyful holiday season. Thank you for your 
continued support, dedication, and unwavering commitment to The Rotary Foundation and to 
what Rotary is all about: helping others. 
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Message from the Club 

President 
 

Rtn. Ilah Marie L. Labrador, PHF 

 

 
 
 

 
Advance Merry Christmas to you, my RC Marbel family! 
 
Rotary International President Gordon R. McInally once said that “Rotary 
brings lasting change to the world.” This year, as we enjoy the Yuletide season, 
we are sharing resources with our brethren as our final day of the year. I kindly 
request that you attend the Moloy Elementary School gift-giving on December 
16, 2023. The school determined that 230 students from Kinder through Grade 
6 who are considered underprivileged will benefit from the project. I would 
especially like to thank PDG Bing Garcia and Lady Nene, as well as Dr. Frank 
and Rory Mamaril, and Ms. Grace Fariñas, who donated our toys and as our 
usual partner for years. Thank you also to the Spouses for helping this project. 
 
But as agreed, please join first to our Thanksgiving and Christmas party on 
Tuesday, December 12, 2023, at 6:30 PM at the Precious Child Learning 
Center. This is before our final project. Kindly bring a unisex gift that is at least 
P500 value to exchange. We'll also have some entertaining games ready for 
you to enjoy. Let's rejoice in God's blessings as we approach the midway point 
of the Rotary Year 2023–2024. We are grateful to everyone who will contribute 
their blessings for this potluck celebration, as well as the December celebrants.  
 
The membership committee will make sure that all of our RI membership 
records are accurately accounted for before January 2024. One of the things I 
will be concentrating on before the year ends is verifying our reports and 
membership statistics on rotary.org.  
 
I appreciate your steadfast commitment, hard work, and unflinching support. 
May God provide us success in everything we do. 
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The Secretary’s Report 
Rtn. Janine C. Pring, PHF 

 

 

 

 
1. I sincerely thank everyone who came to the Governor's Night event held on 

December 1, 2023, at the Maya Pavilion of the Paraiso Verde Resort in the City of 
Koronadal. The picture from the aforementioned celebration is posted below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. I would want to encourage the members to actively participate in the final two 
events of the year. And I hope 2024 brings us prosperity! 
 
▪ December 12, 2023 -  Club Christmas Party  

6:30 PM   PCLC, Zone IV, City of Koronadal 
Attire: Wear something red 
For exchange gift: At least P500 (unisex) 

 
▪ December 16, 2023 -  December Gift-Giving and Feeding  

    Moloy Elementary School, Surallah 
    Attire: Club uniform 
 

3. We have had a number of earthquakes in the past few days, and on Sunday we 
learned of the bombing attacks at MSU Marawi. Let's all constantly exercise 
caution and stay safe. We are praying for everyone's safety, especially in light of 
the bomb threat warnings that have been circulated via SMS and social media. 
    

 

ROTARY OBSERVATION MONTHS 
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DECEMBER CELEBRATORS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

December 27 

Rtn. Ian Chiu 

December 18  

PAG Gerry & Spouse Neneng Cruz 

 

December 6 

Spouse Neneng Cruz 

 

December 10 

PN Jun Fresco 

 

December 21  

PP Ben & Spouse Babes Pajaro 

 

December 21 

PP Evelyn & Spouse Fred Tampus 

 

 

December 29 

Rtn. Vicky & Spouse Rey Tan 

 

December 18 

PP Jessie Cruz 

 

December 6  

Rtn. Louie and Spouse Sherryl 

Bernardo 
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DOCUMENTED ACTIVITY 
November 30, 2023 | 16th General Membership Meeting and Fellowship:  

November Celebrators’ Night 
Precious Child Learning Center, City of Koronadal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


