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At last month’s International Assembly, President-elect Olayinka “Yinka” Hakeem Babalola
called on members of the Rotary world to live out our presidential message for the 2026-
27 Rotary year: Create Lasting Impact. 

This February, as we observe Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention Month, we have an
opportunity to channel Yinka’s call to action into real change.

Peace is not simply the absence of war. A life free from conflict but marked by hunger,
instability, or the inability to care for one’s family is not true peace. Peace requires liberty,
opportunity, and respect for human dignity. Yet fear often blocks that path - fear of
change, of cultural loss, of people we don’t understand.

Fear isn’t defeated through avoidance or aggression. Knowledge is the first step toward
peace. Rotary embraces this idea. Our Rotary Peace Centres and their peace fellows, along
with other peace education initiatives, demonstrate how knowledge builds trust and helps
communities find solutions to conflict.

In Colombia, decades of conflict have left deep wounds. The 2025 Rotary Foundation Programmes of Scale awardee,
Pathways to Peace and Prosperity, partners with the United Nations World Food Programme to expand opportunity,
improve conflict resolution, and connect people with social services. Its goal is to break cycles of violence, poverty, and food
insecurity so peace can take root.

In Maharashtra, India, People of Action honoree Swati Herkal built peace through prosperity. Her project confronted
farmers’ declining soil health, rising debt, and illness caused by chemical fertilisers. 

She and her Rotary partners launched a regenerative agriculture programme that revitalised the land, lowered costs, and
restored stability. More than 1,100 farmers now participate and over 50 villages have adopted the model.

Rotary also advances peace by restoring dignity. In Chad, Rotary Peace Fellow Domino Frank discovered that more than
1,500 women who fought in a rebellion had been erased from reintegration programmes. His advocacy led to Chad’s first
Rotary Foundation global grant and the creation of Corridors of Peace. More than 100 women - triple the goal - completed
literacy and vocational training and formed a cooperative to support their families.

From Colombia to India to Chad, the lesson is clear: Peace is not a dream. It is the result of sustained action with a focus on
true, lasting impact. To replicate these successes, Rotary clubs can take three steps: Learn from peace fellows and other
peace experts in our organisation, apply a peacebuilding lens to community assessments, and prioritise impact over
ceremony.

In a world filled with fear, Rotary cannot be satisfied with half-measures and empty words. If we are truly people of action,
then action must define us. 

Together, we can Create Lasting Impact — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

RI President’s Message
Let Action Define Us

Francesco Arezzo

https://www.rotary.org/en/olayinka-h-babalola-urges-members-of-rotary-to-create-lasting-impact


P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P A G E

February is known as Love Month, but in Rotary, it is also
Peace & Conflict Resolution Month — one of the Areas of
Focus of Rotary International. It reminds us that true peace
is built through compassion, opportunity, and service. 

This month is especially meaningful as we celebrate the 121st
birthday of Rotary. For over a century, Rotary has united
leaders and communities in creating positive and lasting
change. Rotary Week each February allows us not only to
celebrate our history, but more importantly, to continue its
legacy through action.

In line with this celebration, Area 2FGH organized a
simultaneous Job Fair, and here in Polomolok, it was
successfully held at Gaisano Grand. The Rotary Club of
Polomolok 101, together with the Rotary Club of Central
Polomolok, served as the lead clubs for this initiative. With
the participation of various employers and numerous job
seekers, the event became a meaningful platform of
opportunity and hope. 

It was truly a fulfilling endeavor. By helping provide
employment opportunities, we strengthened families and
contributed to building a more stable and peaceful
community.

As we celebrate Rotary’s 121 years of service, may we
continue to turn love into action and peace into reality
through our unwavering commitment to Service Above Self.

Gine A. de Guzman
President, Rotary Club of  Polomolok 101

February: Love, Peace, and Purpose



Peace starts when we choose to speak with kindness instead of anger. When we listen before we judge.
When we forgive instead of hold grudges. In our families, in our workplaces, and in our communities,
every small act of understanding becomes a bridge that prevents conflict.

As members of Rotary International, we are not only service providers—we are peacebuilders. Every
project we undertake, every outreach we conduct, every hand we extend to someone in need is a step
toward a more peaceful world.

When we feed the hungry, we reduce desperation.
 When we educate a child, we open doors to hope.
 When we comfort the sick, we ease suffering.
 When we choose kindness, we calm storms we may never see.

Peace is not passive. It is active. It is intentional. It is built through compassion, empathy, and service.
Let us remember that we do not need to change the whole world at once. If we create peace in our
homes, our club, and our community, that peace will ripple outward. One good deed. One kind word.
One forgiving heart at a time.

This February, may we not only talk about peace—may we live it.
 May we be instruments of harmony.
 May we be ambassadors of kindness.
 May we be the peace the world needs.

Be the Peace the World Needs

editor’s
Note

February, as Peace and Conflict Resolution Month,
reminds us that peace is more than a global dream—it is
a daily decision.
When we hear the word “peace,” we often imagine world
leaders signing agreements or nations ending wars. Yet
the most powerful kind of peace does not begin in
conference halls. It begins at home. It begins in our
hearts.

by PAG May Urbano



New Article

As Rotarians, we are united by our desire to serve. We plan projects, conduct outreach
activities, and support meaningful causes in our community. However, behind every
successful project is something equally important—responsible financial stewardship.
Our monthly dues are not simply payments; they are our commitment to sustaining the life
and operations of our club. These contributions allow us to cover administrative expenses,
support club activities, and most importantly, meet our financial obligations to Rotary
International.
Each Rotary club is required to remit RI dues on time. When members pay their monthly
dues promptly, it ensures that our club remains in good standing and fully able to
participate in district and international programs. Timely payments also help us plan
effectively, implement projects smoothly, and avoid unnecessary financial strain.
Supporting our club begins with fulfilling our responsibilities as members. By paying our
dues on time, we strengthen our foundation. And when our foundation is strong, our
service becomes even more impactful.
Let us continue to demonstrate not only generosity in service, but also reliability in
commitment. Together, through shared responsibility, we sustain the work we are so
passionate about.
Thank you for your continued cooperation and support.

Treasurer’s
Page

Sustaining Our Service Through Responsibility



Peacebuilding is not always about large-scale
negotiations. Sometimes, it begins with simple
acts of kindness and understanding.
In line with this, the Rotary Club of
Polomolok 101 has aligned activities that
reflect this commitment. We are planning a
visit to persons deprived of liberty, where we
will distribute personal hygiene items and
extend encouragement and support. Through
this small yet meaningful gesture, we hope to
remind them that they are not forgotten and
that compassion remains a powerful tool for
healing and transformation.
When we reach out to the marginalized, we
reduce hopelessness and foster human dignity
—both essential foundations of peace. Rotary
recognizes that lasting peace is built not only
through dialogue but also through service.
Indeed, peace begins with us. Through every
act of compassion, every hand extended in
service, and every effort to uplift others, we
help build a more understanding and
harmonious world.

Why Peace and
Conflict Resolution
Is One of Rotary’s
Seven Areas of
Focus
BY: PAG ALAN M. INES

Peace is not merely the absence of war—it
is the presence of justice, opportunity,
and compassion. This is why Rotary
International includes Peace and Conflict
Resolution as one of its seven Areas of
Focus.
Conflicts often stem from poverty,
inequality, lack of education, and limited
access to basic needs. Rotary addresses
these root causes through sustainable
projects that promote economic
development, education, healthcare, and
community support. By improving lives
and restoring dignity, Rotary helps create
environments where peace can grow and
flourish.
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By PP Rogelio Rallos. Jr

BUILDING PEACE
THROUGH THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION

The Rotary Foundation

Peace is not achieved by chance—it is built
intentionally through compassion, education, and
opportunity. Through the transformative work of
The Rotary Foundation, Rotary International
advances Peace and Conflict Resolution as one of its
seven Areas of Focus.
The Rotary Foundation supports sustainable projects
that address the root causes of conflict—poverty,
illiteracy, inequality, and lack of access to basic
needs. By funding humanitarian grants, community
programs, and global partnerships, it helps create
conditions where understanding replaces division and
hope overcomes despair.
One of its most powerful contributions is investing in
peacebuilders through scholarships and leadership
programs that equip individuals with the knowledge
and skills to prevent and resolve conflicts. These
trained leaders go on to serve in communities around
the world, becoming instruments of dialogue,
cooperation, and reconciliation.
The Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 proudly supports
The Rotary Foundation by striving to become an All-
Giving Club. Through our collective contributions,
we transform generosity into meaningful action—
knowing that every donation helps plant seeds of
peace somewhere in the world.
Indeed, when we give to The Rotary Foundation, we
are not only funding projects—we are building
bridges of understanding and laying the foundation
for lasting peace.

TRF Chair



CLASSIFICATION

ROSTER OF MEMBERS
NAME

ALFECHE, NIEVEN MAY V.       PHF                      HOSPITAL SERVICES; CEO SECRETARY

NEW MEMBERS

BALANO, GLADYS D.               PHF                     REGISTRAR; PRIVATE SCHOOL
BAYAN, XAVIER J.                    PHF+3                 LAW; GENERAL PRACTICE

DEYPALAN, MELANII G.           PHF                       DENTAL SERVICES; ORTHODONTICS

CASTANIAGA, LANI S.              PHF                     MANAGEMENT, GOVERNMENT BANK

GALLINERO, OMAR S.             PHF+1                   MANAGEMENT;  PHOTOGRAPHY
GRIÑO, CELEMA I.                   PHF                      DENTAL SERVICES; HOSPITAL
INES, ALAN M.                         PHF                      ADMINISTRATION; PRIVATE SCHOOL

LABAJO, DOLORES C.            RFSM                    MANAGEMENT; FARM RESORT

ILETO, RYNELL J.                    EREY                     MANAGEMENT; BEAUTY PRODUCTS
JANDIC, DARNIE F.                  PHF+1                   MANAGEMENT; SPA

LABAJO, HANNAH C.               EREY                    JUNIOR EXECUTIVE MARKETING

SABELLANO, IVIE L.                 PHF                       MANAGEMENT; GOVERNMENT BANK
TEOXON, MALOU A.                PHF                       MANAGEMENT; TRAVEL & TOURS
TITO, RUTCIE L.                      RFSM+1                 MANAGEMENT; RESTAURANT CAFE
TONGUIA, TOMAS JR.             PHF                       MANAGEMENT; RICE DEALER
URBANO, MAYVELYN G.          PHF+2                   MANAGEMENT; AGRI-BUSINESS

HONORARY MEMBERS

DE GUZMAN, GINA A.            *RFSM+4                EDUCATION; TERTIARY

RALLOS, JADE N.                    PHF+3                   MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIST
RALLOS, ROGELIO,JR A.         PHF+7                   MEDICAL SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTION

LUIG, RHODORA J.                 RFSM+1                 MANAGEMENT; DRY GOODS DISTRIBUTION

ALERTA-NG,  DAY                                                ACCOUNTANT

AMBAT, MILBERT
ROGERS, LIZA

ORBESIDO, VLADEMIR                                          ENGINEERING
YBAÑEZ, JOEL                                                      PRIVATE LAW

CABARABAN, ROYME                                           MANAGEMENT; PRIVATE BANK

*PHF- PAUL HARRIS FELLOW
*RFSM- ROTARY FOUNDATION SUSTAINING MEMBER

ACUESTA, MARIBEL D.           *PHF                     DENTAL SERVICES; PEDIATRICS
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SEVEN AREAS OF FOCUS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
BASIC EDUCATION & LITERACY-   PRES. GINA DE GUZMAN/RTN VLADEMIR ORBESIDO

DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT-     PP MEL DEYPALAN/PP BEL ACUESTA  
COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-     RTN RYNELL ILETO/RTN DAY ALERTA-NG

WATER & SANITATION-     IPP TOMMY TONGUIA, JR/RTN ROYME CABARABAN     
MATERNAL & CHILD-  RTN DOLORES LABAJO/RTN RHODORA LUIG

PEACE & CONFLICT RESOLUTION-    PAG ALAN INES/PP XVIER BAYAN
ENVIRONMENT-     PP WANG RALLOS/PE RUTCIE TITO

by: PP Cel I. Griño
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I m p o r t a n t  E v e n t s



The Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 was officially chartered by Rotary International on
August 31, 2005, through the dedicated efforts of its mother club, the Rotary Club of
Midtown General Santos. While initial attempts to establish a Rotary club in
Polomolok began as early as February 2003, it was only in January 2005 that
persistence bore fruit. With the support of Rotary Club of Midtown General Santos,
Omar Gallinero was appointed as the club’s Charter President, leading 25 charter
members from diverse professional backgrounds. The club was established under the
leadership of then-District Governor Len Magno of District 3860.

The number 101 in the club’s name holds special significance. First, it marks the club’s
founding during Rotary International’s 101st anniversary. Second, it represents the
club’s distinction as the 101st chartered club under District 3860.
Registered under District 3860, Area 2F with Club Number 70517, the Rotary Club of
Polomolok 101 continues to thrive, powered by a dedicated team of 26 committed
individuals who embody the spirit of service above self.

Mission Statement
The mission of Rotary International is to provide service to others, promote
integrity, and advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through its
fellowship of business, professional, and community leaders.
 
Vision Statement
“Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting
change — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves."

The Rotary Club of Polomolok 101: A Legacy of Service

Febuary 2026The Club 101



Peace is one of the greatest gifts we can give ourselves. It is not
found in a world free from struggles, but in a heart that chooses
calm despite them.
Life tests us in many ways. There are battles we fight quietly,
challenges that shape us, and moments that stretch our faith. Yet
in those seasons, we learn that true healing begins when we stop
resisting and start embracing peace within. Inner peace comes
when we accept what we cannot control, forgive what has hurt us,
and trust that every trial carries a lesson.
A peaceful heart is a strong heart. It does not break easily,
because it is anchored in faith and hope. It allows us to move
forward without bitterness and to serve others without carrying
the weight of anger or fear.
When we choose peace within ourselves, we radiate calm to those
around us. Our words become gentler. Our actions become kinder.
Our presence becomes reassuring. And in doing so, we become
instruments of healing—not only for ourselves, but for others.
May we always guard our inner peace, for it is where healing
begins, where strength is renewed, and where purpose is
rediscovered.

THE HEALING POWER OF PEACE
By: PP Melani Deypalan



23rd Membership Meeting 
& Fellowship Night

 February 9,  2026/ 6pm
Brader’s Cafe Conference Room

Call  to Order                                             Pres. Gina de Guzman
Phil. National Anthem                           AVP
Invocation                                                 PP Mel Deypalan
The Rotarian Pledge/                             Rtn Rhoda Luig
& 4 Way Test
Rotary Hymn                                              AVP
Sec & Treas. Report                                PP Gladys Balano
President's Time                                      Pres. Gina de Guzman
Open Forum
Adjournment                                             Pres. Gina de Guzman

                        Moderator- PP Gladys Balano
                   

Invocation
                    
I am a Rotarian. I will always uphold
the truth.
I am a Rotarian. I will always strive to
be fair in all my dealings with my
fellow human beings.
I am a Rotarian. I will always
endeavor to build goodwill and
understanding in my community.
Among my countrymen, and among
peoples of all nations.
I am a Rotarian. I will always seek to
promote the greatest good for the
greatest number of people in the
spirit of Rotary service.
I am a Rotarian. I will always observe
Rotary International’s motto: Service
Above Self.

The Rotarian Pledge

Heavenly Father,
We come before You tonight with grateful
hearts, thankful for the blessings of Rotary, for
the gift of friendship, and for the chance to
serve others with love and purpose. Thank You
for bringing us together once again as one
Rotary family—united in fellowship, guided by
service above self.
Bless this gathering, Lord. May our meeting be
filled with wisdom, understanding, and
meaningful discussion. Inspire us to make
decisions that reflect integrity, compassion, and
fairness. Help us remember that every plan we
make and every action we take is an opportunity
to touch lives and make a difference in our
community.
Grant us hearts that serve with humility, minds
that seek wisdom, and hands that are ready to
help. May the spirit of camaraderie and service
continue to grow within us, strengthening our
commitment to do good in the world.
We entrust this evening and all our endeavors
into Your loving hands. Be with us in every word
we speak and every deed we do.
We ask all these in the precious name of Your
Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



ROTARY HYMN
I want to be, A Rotarian for the world
Make the Rotary flag, be the flag of peace
unfurled
I will serve my community
Help to seek international unity
Thru Rotary, I will dedicate my all
World understanding shall be my
 cherished goal
 
Refrain : With the Four Way Test
I'll pursue my quest
And I in a way help obtain
Peace in the world
Then I won't have lived in vain.
 
I'll observe Service Above Self
Lend a hand to all who'll need my help
I'll get my spouse to involve in Rotary
And in Rotary ways, I will train my family
(Repeat Refrain - substitute "I" with "We")
 
Build a bridge for tomorrow's youth
Strengthened by nothing but the truth
Let's join our hands, there's no reason to divide
We shall all understand, while the good Lord is
our guide
(Repeat Refrain - substitute "I" with "We")
 
CODA: Peace be achieved
So we won't have lived in vain.

Sunshine Greetings

The Club 101 Febuary 2026

Your paragraph text PP MALOU- FEB 9‌
RTK MIRKO- FEB 16‌
RTK THEA- FEB 18‌

RTN DARNIE- FEB 25‌

PAG ALAN & SPS ANGIE 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

FEB 18 



By CP Omar Gallinero

121 years ago today, Rotary began with the vision of one man —
Paul Harris. On February 23, 1905, the Chicago attorney formed
the Rotary Club of Chicago so that professionals from diverse
backgrounds could exchange ideas, build goodwill, and form
meaningful, lifelong friendships.

The first four Rotarians were Gustavus Loehr, Silvester Schiele,
Hiram Shorey, and Paul P. Harris. From their small gathering
grew what is now Rotary International — a worldwide network of
leaders and volunteers united in Service Above Self.

Today, the Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 proudly joins thousands
of Rotary clubs around the world in celebrating this remarkable
milestone.

As the Charter President of RCP 101, I am proud to say that our
club remains strong. For 21 years, we have continued to serve our
community with dedication, integrity, and heart — carrying
forward the legacy that began in 1905.

Here’s to 121 years of Doing Good in the World — and to many
more years of transformative service!

CELEBRATING 121 YEARS OF ROTARY:
SERVICE ABOVE SELF



A total of 270 jobseekers and 30 employers registered at our
Project Trabaho Fair held at Gaisano Grand Polomolok on Feb
24, 2026 — and nine were hired on the spot!
This initiative was made possible by Rotary District 3860 –
Area 2FGH, LGUs, PESO, DOLE, and the IBP. Here in Polomolok,
the Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 and Rotary Club of Central
Polomolok were in charge, ensuring everything ran smoothly
for our local participants.
This project is more than numbers — it’s about hope, — hope
for families seeking stable income, hope for individuals striving
for a better future, and hope for a stronger community. When
Rotary and its partners work together, we do not just organize
events — we create life-changing opportunities.
Together, we continue to open doors, uplift lives, and prove
that through service and unity, we can make a lasting
difference.

Trabaho Fair
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