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Shoki Wafula did not know what to expect when he was forced to leave his birth country of
Uganda for South Africa. What he found was a Rotary community that welcomed him with
warmth and friendship. That experience inspired him to help create a Rotaract e-club where
young leaders from around the world could connect, develop their skills, and serve together.
Today, that community includes members across multiple continents who collaborate on
leadership development, peacebuilding, and service initiatives. For Wafula, the experience
reinforced the lesson that meaningful service begins with people who feel connected, valued,
and empowered to lead.
His story reminds us why Youth Service Month is so important. Through Rotaract and programs
like Rotary Youth Exchange, young people build leadership skills, develop global understanding,
and discover the impact they can make through service.
Rotary’s Action Plan calls on us to enhance participant engagement. At its heart, that goal asks a
simple question: How can we ensure that participation in Rotary is meaningful and fulfilling for
everyone? Youth programs and Rotaract provide a powerful answer.
When clubs mentor Rotaractors, host exchange students, or support youth leadership
initiatives, they create opportunities for members to share their experience in ways that feel
personal and rewarding. These connections deepen members’ sense of purpose and strengthen
the bonds within our Rotary family.
They also create lasting pathways into Rotary. Thousands of young people complete Rotary
programs each year, and they carry those experiences with them throughout their lives. Many
remain eager to stay connected.
Organizations such as Rotex International, an association of former Youth Exchange students,
help Rotary program alumni continue serving as mentors, leaders, and advocates for our youth
programs. As Rotex co-founder Hans Lee wrote in a recent reflection on Youth Exchange alumni,
“exchange doesn’t end when you return home.”
When we welcome these young leaders into our clubs and activities, we strengthen the
continuity of Rotary across generations.
During Youth Service Month, I hope every Rotary club reflects on how youth programs can
enhance engagement for new and longtime members. Collaborate on service projects and invite
youth voices into your planning and decision making.
Rotary’s message to the world is that we can Unite for Good. Youth programs show us how that
happens in practice — when generations come together, share ideas, and work side by side in
service.
When we invest in young people, we are not only shaping future leaders. We are building a
stronger, more connected Rotary today.

RI President’s Message

Francesco Arezzo
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My heart is full—full of gratitude, wisdom, love, and joy

Recently, at the District Convention 3860 held in Cebu, I can say
I officially graduated from my role as President of the Rotary
Club of Polomolok 101. The convention was a meaningful
gathering of Rotarians from across the district, providing an
opportunity to reconnect with fellow Rotarians, celebrate our
accomplishments, and strengthen the bonds that unite us in
service.

One of the highlights of the convention was the Awards Night,
where our District Governor, Angel “Jhong” Fernandez,
recognized the efforts and dedication of club leaders throughout
the district including myself. It was a proud and humbling
moment not only for me but for our entire club. I was especially
delighted to witness the Rotary Club of Polomolok 101
recognized and awarded, along with our members whose
generous contributions continue to support The Rotary
Foundation and its life-changing work around the world

Leading a club composed of individuals with diverse
personalities, perspectives, and strengths is never an easy task.
Yet, despite our differences, we have remained united by one
common purpose—to serve our community and make a positive
impact in the lives of others. Because of this shared
commitment, we have built a culture of cooperation,
understanding, and teamwork that has allowed us to accomplish
meaningful projects and create lasting change. 

To my Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 family, thank you from the
bottom of my heart. Thank you for your trust, unwavering
support, dedication, and friendship throughout this Rotary year.
Every success we achieved was the result of our collective
efforts and our belief in the power of service above self.

As we enter the final month of this Rotary year, I encourage
each one of us to remain engaged and continue the work we
have started. Let us also extend our full support to President-
Elect Rutcie as he prepares to lead our club into another year of
service, growth, and impact beginning this July.

Together, let us continue to inspire hope, strengthen our
communities, and uphold the values that make Rotary a force
for good. 

With gratitude and pride,

Gina A. de Guzman
President, Rotary Club of Polomolok 101

President’s Page



The month of May holds special significance for
Rotary District 3860 as it marks the much-
anticipated District Convention—a celebration of
fellowship, service, and achievement. This year, ten
members of the Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 had
the privilege of attending this remarkable
gathering, and it certainly lived up to our
expectations.

The convention was nothing short of grand and
inspiring. More than just a formal event, it was a
meaningful opportunity to reconnect with fellow
Rotarians from across the district, share
experiences, celebrate accomplishments, and
strengthen the bonds that unite us in our
commitment to Service Above Self. Under the
dynamic leadership of District Governor Angel
“Jhong” Fernandez, the event showcased the very
best of Rotary—passion, dedication, and a shared
desire to create positive change in our
communities.

Among the most memorable moments of the
convention was the recognition of clubs and
members whose efforts have contributed to the
growth and impact of Rotary. It was both a
humbling and proud experience for our club to be
called to the stage and recognized for our support
of The Rotary Foundation. Such recognition reflects
not only our financial contributions but, more
importantly, our collective commitment to
transforming lives through Rotary's humanitarian
programs and initiatives around the world.

Equally significant was the presentation of the
prestigious Club Excellence Award, received by
our President, Gina de Guzman, on behalf of the
Rotary Club of Polomolok 101. This recognition is
a testament to the hard work, dedication, and
unwavering commitment demonstrated by our
members throughout the Rotary year.

While we may be considered a small club in terms
of numbers, we firmly believe that our strength lies
in the quality of our membership. The men and
women of the Rotary Club of Polomolok 101
generously contribute their time, talents, resources,
and hearts in service to others. Their dedication
continues to make a meaningful difference in our
community and serves as an inspiration to those
around us.

As we celebrate these achievements, we also
recognize that every award and milestone
represents the collective efforts of our members
working together toward a common purpose.
These accomplishments motivate us to continue
serving with passion, integrity, and excellence.

Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Polomolok
101. May we continue to uphold the ideals of
Rotary, strengthen our fellowship, and remain
steadfast in our mission of making a lasting impact
in the lives of those we serve.

Job well done, RCP 101!3

Editor’s Note

May Urbano
Editor-in-Chief



As we approach the final two months of this Rotary year, we would
like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all members who consistently
and faithfully pay their monthly dues. Your continued support and
commitment greatly help sustain the operations, projects, and service
initiatives of our club.
At the same time, we warmly appeal to members who may still have
unsettled dues to please take this opportunity to update their payments.
Paying our monthly dues is more than just a responsibility — it is an
investment in the future and strength of our club. Every contribution, no
matter how small, helps us continue our mission of service and creates
a lasting impact in our local and wider communities.
Let us work together to end this Rotary year strong, united, and
financially prepared for more meaningful projects ahead. Now is the
perfect time to settle any remaining dues and continue supporting the
good work of our club.
Thank you for your generosity, cooperation, and unwavering dedication
to service above self.

Treasurer’s Page
by: PP Gladys Balano
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Why Is Youth Service Month
Important to Rotary?

Youth Service Month is an important celebration in Rotary because it
recognizes the vital role of young people in building a better future. At
the club and district level, Rotary gives importance to Youth Service by
encouraging programs and activities that help develop leadership,
confidence, responsibility, and a heart for service among the youth.

Through projects, mentoring, school activities, youth camps, leadership
seminars, Interact and Rotaract programs, Rotary helps guide young
people to become active and compassionate leaders in their
communities. By investing time and support in the youth today, Rotary is
helping shape future leaders who will continue the mission of service
above self.

Youth are not only the leaders of tomorrow — they are partners in service
today. That is why Rotary continues to empower, inspire, and support the
younger generation through meaningful opportunities for growth and
community involvement.

by: PAG Alan Ines



On May 6, 2026, nearly a hundred dogs and cats benefited from our Free Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Drive — a meaningful initiative that reflects our club’s commitment not only
to public health and community safety, but also to compassion for the animals that
bring joy, comfort, and unconditional love into our lives.
Many members of the are proud fur parents ourselves. We understand the deep bond
between people and their pets. To many families, dogs and cats are not merely animals —
they are loyal companions, protectors, stress relievers, and cherished members of the
family. Because we genuinely care for the welfare of our beloved pets, we initiated this
project with hearts full of compassion and responsibility.
Rabies remains one of the deadliest yet most preventable diseases affecting both
animals and humans. Through responsible pet ownership — especially regular
vaccination — we help protect not only our pets, but also our children, neighbors, and
the entire community. Every vaccinated pet represents a step toward a safer and
healthier environment for everyone. This project is also a reminder that caring for
animals is part of building a compassionate and responsible society.
Beyond providing free vaccinations, this activity also aimed to raise awareness among
pet owners about the importance of proper pet care, regular health monitoring, and
responsible ownership. We believe that communities become stronger when people
learn to care not only for one another, but also for the animals that depend on us.
The Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 continues to extend its service beyond traditional
community programs by embracing causes that promote both human and animal
welfare. Because for us, a truly safe and caring community is one where both people
and pets are protected, valued, and loved.
Our heartfelt gratitude goes to Mr. Samson C. Domaoan, Head of the Office of the
Municipal Agriculturist (OMAG), whose guidance, support, and partnership were
instrumental in making this meaningful project possible. We also thank all the
volunteers, pet owners, and supporters who participated and shared in this advocacy.
Together, through compassion, responsibility, and collective action, we continue to unite
for good — one life, one pet, and one community at a time.

RCP 101  COMPASSION IN ACTION: FREE ANTI-
RABIES VACCINATION DRIVE



RCP 101 IN ACTION: REACHING
HEARTS, RENEWING HOPE

Because we believe that every child deserves love, hope, and a second chance, we once again visited
the Children in Conflict with the Law (CICL) under the care of the MSWDO Polomolok on May 23, 2026.
This annual activity has become one of the most meaningful projects of the Rotary Club of Polomolok
101 as we continue to reach out to these young individuals—not to judge them for their past mistakes,
but to remind them that they are still valued, cared for, and capable of becoming better persons in the
future. Sometimes, a simple visit, a listening ear, and words of encouragement can give hope to a child
who feels forgotten by society.

To make them feel special and loved, we shared a joyful meal together filled with Chickenjoy, delicious
food, cake, and ice cream—turning the day into a simple feast that brought genuine smiles to their
faces. Seeing their happiness and hearing their laughter reminded us that kindness and compassion
can truly touch lives.

We also donated pre-loved clothes for them to use, as well as much-needed basic dining utensils such
as spoons, forks, plates, and cups, knowing that even small necessities can make a difference in their
daily living conditions.

More than the material things we shared, we hope that our visit inspired them to keep believing in
themselves, to choose a better path, and to never lose hope for a brighter future.

Indeed, it is a fulfilling feeling to bring joy and encouragement to these children in our own little way.
Through compassion, understanding, and love, we continue to remind them that they are never alone
and that there will always be people willing to care and believe in them.

https://www.facebook.com/RCPolomolok101?__cft__[0]=AZb5f8QF_sCev2Cygnue75P46ZgU1RfwEOFP6vR7b2FDwZzTNp2Qw6vxDDrB9bdtqTPcnwZjXW-w1VJ0fX6_ojW58ZTgPVV3yd-CKjO7y0uPweaBUlovGKvi3bDC0hb-yGsRE6bOsp-hp1v7Bwrg07uxeqh5EvM7EA_subtnNaU7X2VnnUrqowasCeMA3em9qTA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/RCPolomolok101?__cft__[0]=AZb5f8QF_sCev2Cygnue75P46ZgU1RfwEOFP6vR7b2FDwZzTNp2Qw6vxDDrB9bdtqTPcnwZjXW-w1VJ0fX6_ojW58ZTgPVV3yd-CKjO7y0uPweaBUlovGKvi3bDC0hb-yGsRE6bOsp-hp1v7Bwrg07uxeqh5EvM7EA_subtnNaU7X2VnnUrqowasCeMA3em9qTA&__tn__=-]K-R


CLASSIFICATION

ROSTER OF MEMBERS
NAME

ALFECHE, NIEVEN MAY V.       PHF                      HOSPITAL SERVICES; CEO SECRETARY

NEW MEMBERS

BALANO, GLADYS D.               PHF                     REGISTRAR; PRIVATE SCHOOL
BAYAN, XAVIER J.                    PHF+3                 LAW; GENERAL PRACTICE

DEYPALAN, MELANII G.           PHF                       DENTAL SERVICES; ORTHODONTICS

CASTANIAGA, LANI S.              PHF                     MANAGEMENT, GOVERNMENT BANK

GALLINERO, OMAR S.             PHF+1                   MANAGEMENT;  PHOTOGRAPHY
GRIÑO, CELEMA I.                   PHF                      DENTAL SERVICES; HOSPITAL
INES, ALAN M.                         PHF                      ADMINISTRATION; PRIVATE SCHOOL

LABAJO, DOLORES C.            RFSM+1                 MANAGEMENT; FARM RESORT

ILETO, RYNELL J.                    EREY                     MANAGEMENT; BEAUTY PRODUCTS
JANDIC, DARNIE F.                  PHF+1                   MANAGEMENT; SPA

LABAJO, HANNAH C.               EREY                    JUNIOR EXECUTIVE MARKETING

SABELLANO, IVIE L.                 PHF                       MANAGEMENT; GOVERNMENT BANK
TEOXON, MALOU A.                PHF                       MANAGEMENT; TRAVEL & TOURS
TITO, RUTCIE L.                      RFSM+2                 MANAGEMENT; RESTAURANT CAFE
TONGUIA, TOMAS JR.             PHF                       MANAGEMENT; RICE DEALER
URBANO, MAYVELYN G.          PHF+2                   MANAGEMENT; AGRI-BUSINESS

HONORARY MEMBERS

DE GUZMAN, GINA A.              PHF                      EDUCATION; TERTIARY

RALLOS, JADE N.                    PHF+3                   MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIST
RALLOS, ROGELIO,JR A.         PHF+7                   MEDICAL SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTION

LUIG, RHODORA J.                 PHF                       MANAGEMENT; DRY GOODS DISTRIBUTION

ALERTA-NG,  DAY                                                ACCOUNTANT

AMBAT, MILBERT
ROGERS, LIZA

ORBESIDO, VLADEMIR                                          ENGINEERING
YBAÑEZ, JOEL                                                      PRIVATE LAW

CABARABAN, ROYME                                           MANAGEMENT; PRIVATE BANK

*PHF- PAUL HARRIS FELLOW
*RFSM- ROTARY FOUNDATION SUSTAINING MEMBER

ACUESTA, MARIBEL D.           *PHF                     DENTAL SERVICES; PEDIATRICS

YAMBA, KELVIN                                                     ENGINEERING
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SEVEN AREAS OF FOCUS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
BASIC EDUCATION & LITERACY-   PRES. GINA DE GUZMAN/RTN VLADEMIR ORBESIDO

DISEASE PREVENTION & TREATMENT-     PP MEL DEYPALAN/PP BEL ACUESTA  
COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-     RTN RYNELL ILETO/RTN DAY ALERTA-NG

WATER & SANITATION-     IPP TOMMY TONGUIA, JR/RTN ROYME CABARABAN     
MATERNAL & CHILD-  RTN DOLORES LABAJO/RTN RHODORA LUIG

PEACE & CONFLICT RESOLUTION-    PAG ALAN INES/PP XVIER BAYAN
ENVIRONMENT-     PP WANG RALLOS/PE RUTCIE TITO

by: PP Cel I. Griño
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ROTARY HYMN
I want to be, A Rotarian for the world
Make the Rotary flag, be the flag of peace
unfurled
I will serve my community
Help to seek international unity
Thru Rotary, I will dedicate my all
World understanding shall be my
 cherished goal
 
Refrain : With the Four Way Test
I'll pursue my quest
And I in a way help obtain
Peace in the world
Then I won't have lived in vain.
 
I'll observe Service Above Self
Lend a hand to all who'll need my help
I'll get my spouse to involve in Rotary
And in Rotary ways, I will train my family
(Repeat Refrain - substitute "I" with "We")
 
Build a bridge for tomorrow's youth
Strengthened by nothing but the truth
Let's join our hands, there's no reason to divide
We shall all understand, while the good Lord is
our guide
(Repeat Refrain - substitute "I" with "We")
 
CODA: Peace be achieved
So we won't have lived in vain.

Sunshine Greetings

The Club 101 May 2026

Your paragraph text
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Call  to Order                                             Pres. Gina de Guzman
Invocation.                                                 PP Melani Deypalan
Phil. National Anthem                           AVP                                     
The Rotarian Pledge/                             Rtn Rhoda Luig                    
& 4 Way Test
Rotary Hymn                                              AVP
Welcome Address                                   Pres. Gina de Guzman
Rationale of Strat Planning                PP Bel Acuesta
Presentation of New Set 
of Officers/Committee Chairs            PE Rutcie Tito
Club Health Check                                   Pres. Gina de Guzman
BREAK
Presentation of Club Dues/
District Updates                                       IAG Wang Rallos
Familiarizing our District
Website & RI Online Training              PAG May Urbano
Open Forum
Message                                                       PAG Alan Ines
Closing Remarks                                       PE Rutcie Tito
Adjournment                                             Pres. Gina de Guzman

                        
                                          Moderator- PP Bel Acuesta

CLUB ASSEMBLY/CLUB STRATEGIC
PLANNING

 May  16,  2026/ 1 pm
Brader’s Cafe Conference Room

PROGRAM



The Rotary Club of Polomolok 101 was officially chartered by Rotary International on
August 31, 2005, through the dedicated efforts of its mother club, the Rotary Club of
Midtown General Santos. While initial attempts to establish a Rotary club in
Polomolok began as early as February 2003, it was only in January 2005 that
persistence bore fruit. With the support of Rotary Club of Midtown General Santos,
Omar Gallinero was appointed as the club’s Charter President, leading 25 charter
members from diverse professional backgrounds. The club was established under the
leadership of then-District Governor Len Magno of District 3860.

The number 101 in the club’s name holds special significance. First, it marks the club’s
founding during Rotary International’s 101st anniversary. Second, it represents the
club’s distinction as the 101st chartered club under District 3860.
Registered under District 3860, Area 2F with Club Number 70517, the Rotary Club of
Polomolok 101 continues to thrive, powered by a dedicated team of 26 committed
individuals who embody the spirit of service above self.

Mission Statement
The mission of Rotary International is to provide service to others, promote
integrity, and advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through its
fellowship of business, professional, and community leaders.
 
Vision Statement
“Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting
change — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves."

The Rotary Club of Polomolok 101: A Legacy of Service

May 2026The Club 101
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