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M a .  A l e s s a n d r a
E l i s a b e t h  K ö n s t

A d v i s e r  f o r  t h e  R o t a r a c t
C l u b  o f  W a l i n g - W a l i n g

D a v a o  •  M e m b e r s h i p
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r

Rotary has always been lending a hand to those who
need i t  the most.  In t imes l ike these,  i t  can be easy
to over look this ,  most especial ly  when al l  of  us are
going through one of  the hardest t imes we have to
face in our l i fet ime.

Education is  one thing that  has been great ly
impacted during the pandemic.  Both chi ldren and
their  pr imary caregivers (be i t  parents ,
grandparents ,  yayas,  aunts/uncles,  and sibl ings) are
having a hard t ime adjust ing to the "new normal , "
from onl ine classes to answering modules.

St i l l ,  Rotary hasn't  stopped aiding those who need
our help.  I  hope we can st i l l  cont inue to lend a hand
amidst this chaos.

Cheers!
BLOOMSCOOP

Editor-in-Chief: Rtn. Ma. Alessandra Elisabeth Könst
Weekly Column: Pres. Jannette Valderosa, PP/Sec. Maribel Vilela
Adviser: PP Evangeline Schwendener
Layout Designer: Rtn. Ma. Alessandra Elisabeth Könst, TESORO
Cover Designer: Regelle Anne Josol

Members are requested to send articles, stories, and digital photographs to
rcwwd.bloomscoop@gmail.com no later than 12NN of TUESDAY each week. Articles should cite the
source of information (print and electronic) and credit the author.

Please observe copyright laws. Digital photographs must include captions.

This newsletter is published weekly by the Rotary Club of Waling-Waling Davao (RCWWD) and may be
distributed in its entirety to any and all Rotary Clubs.
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O P E N  F O R U M

As we gather here today, we are thankful for this day that you
have given us, its blessings, its opportunities, its challenges.
May we appreciate and use each day that comes to us. We
pray for strength and guidance each day. Help us as Rotarians
and humans to do good. Help us as Rotarians and humans to
be honest and ethical in all our dealings. Help us as Rotarians
and humans to serve others. And we give back to you all Glory,
Almighty.
Amen.

Contributed by Dir. Emmanouelle Zhang

C O N T A C T  U S :
rcwwd@yahoogroup.com RC Waling-Waling Davao

Zoom Etiquette (Do's and Dont's)
Log in at least 5 minutes before the start of the
meeting.
Please keep your audio on mute.
Use video whenever possible.
Raise your hand if you have questions using the 'Raise
Hand' button found on the lower center. Wait for the
host or moderator to call you.
Make sure your background is appropriate when your
video is on.
Control background noise to the best of your ability.
Position the camera well.
No eating while the meeting is ongoing.
Wear appropriate clothes.
When the speaker is talking, he/she may not be able to
let anyone in during their time as they become the host
of the Zoom meeting. Kindly wait patiently in the
waiting room. As soon as the controls are transferred
again to the President or Moderator, you will be let in.
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I  had heard about Br igada Eskwela for  quite
some t ime already,  but  I  had no idea what i t
was al l  about.  Last  September 13,  2021,  I  had
a f i rst -hand experience of  i t  with some
members of  the RCWWD. I  learned that  i t  is  an
annual  act iv i ty  led by the Department of
Education and the pr ivate sector ,  both of
which worked together to prepare schools for
the opening of  the classes to motivate
learners to come on the f i rst  day of  school .

P r e s .  J a n n e t t e
V a l d e r o s a

C l u b  P r e s i d e n t

September 13 is  DepEd’s National  School  Opening Day.  And we have
considered i t  as the best  opportunity  to turn over the much-needed school
mater ials l ike a photocopier ,  notebooks,  construct ion paper ,  wri t ing pads,
envelopes,  crayons,  penci ls ,  and school  bags to one of  our Rotary
Community Corps.  (RCC),  the Tibungco Daycare Center ,  to support  the
del ivery of  qual i ty  education for  this school  year.

Tibungco Daycare Center  is  responsible for  molding preschoolers into
responsible individuals in society.  Our club has been support ing them to
make i t  conducive for  learning and acquaint ing themselves with better
values.

I  remember a quotat ion that  says that  there are many ways to make an
impact in the world ,  but  there is  no greater  impact that  we can make than
spreading education.



CLUB EXPRESSCLUB EXPRESS

5

11 pieces of  whole-dressed
chicken by the RCWWD
members;
3 trays of  ant ibiot ic-free
eggs donated by PP
Vegloure Maguinsay;
2 trays of  ant ibiot ic-free
eggs donated by Honorary
Member Dave Vi le la ;  and
A monetary donation of
PHP25,000 from Mr.  Ruben
Santos.

Last  September 7 ,  2021,  food
rat ions were del ivered to the
House of  Hope.  13 pat ients and
11 carers received these
generous donations.  Below is
the l ist  of  what was given:

P P / S e c  M a r i b e l  V i l e l a
S e c r e t a r y

SECRETARY'S REPORTSECRETARY'S REPORT

House of Hope
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September 1 ,  2021
6 trays of  ant ibiot ic-free eggs by PP Zony
Reyes

September 3 ,  2021
6 pieces of  whole-dressed chickens by PP
Zony Reyes

September 8 ,  2021
4 trays of  ant ibiot ic-free eggs and 12
pieces of  whole-dressed chickens by PP
Zony Reyes
2 trays of  ant ibiot ic-free eggs and 2 pieces
of whole-dressed chickens by Rtn.  Vida
Könst

Food donations were given to the COH-FOD last
September 1 ,  3 ,  and 8,  2021.  Below is the l ist  of
what was donated:

Monetary donations were also provided -
PHP25,000 from Mr.  Ruben Santos and
PHP25,000 from Mr.  Rome Regodon,  amounting
to a total  of  PHP50,000.

SECRETARY'S REPORTSECRETARY'S REPORT
Field of Dreams
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Life-Changing Club President Jannette
Valderosa,  PP/Sec.  Baby Vi le la and
IPP/AG Gigi  Espir i tu attended the Area
Committee Meeting last  September 9 ,
2021.  The upcoming Distr ict  act iv i t ies on
Tree Plant ing set  on September 18,  2021,
and plans on the different  Distr ict  End
Pol io act iv i t ies to celebrate World Pol io
Day on October 24,  2021,  were discussed.

Updates on the Relaunching of  the Rotary
Vi l lage,  Rotary 's  Resbakuna Activ i ty ,  and
updates on Membership were shared with
the group.  The ACOM was attended by 29
Rotar ians,  several  Distr ict  Off icers ,  Club
Presidents,  and Secretar ies and graced
with the presence of  Distr ict  Governor
Anna Bumagat and PDG Riezl  Reyes.

SECRETARY'S REPORTSECRETARY'S REPORT
Area Committee Meeting

Last September 13,  2021,  the turning over
of school  suppl ies,  a  photocopier ,  open
shelves,  cubby holes,  and school  bags
was done as part  of  the Basic Education
and Literacy project ,  "Br igada Eskwela."

Brigada Eskwela
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SECRETARY'S REPORTSECRETARY'S REPORT

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
Groundbreaking at

Matina Pangi
Community Center

Tree Planting in
Marilog

Rotary's Resbakuna

DATE:  September 21,  2021
TIME:  10AM
ATTIRE:  Rotary at  Work

An Economic and Community
Development Project

DETAILS:  Rotary 's  Resbakuna in
partnership with Holy Cross
Col lege,  City  Health Off ice and
the Phi l ippine Air  Force
DATE:  September 25,  2021 &
October 2 ,  2021 (tentat ive)
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SECRETARY'S REPORTSECRETARY'S REPORT

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

OCTOBER 4,  2021  -  World
Pol io Day
NOVEMBER 14,  2021  -  TRF
Recognit ion Day
APRIL 2022  -  Immunizat ion
Day

8th Interact RYLA
Bootcamp

TRF Events

Experience Only the
BEST

Join Rotarians and other leaders in Asia-
Pacif ic  and the world for  3 days of

learning and networking on November 26,
27,  and 28,  2021.



PROMO RATE OF USD 20 PER DELEGATE

FOR THE FIRST 6,000 DELEGATES!



REGULAR RATE: USD 28 for  al l  other
delegates.

October 16-17,  2021
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Edengrace Callueng -
Jacinto

Licensed Chemical Engineer

Phi l ippine Science High School
Southern Mindanao Campus

Chemistry Unit ,  Curr iculum and
Instruct ion Division

Special  Science Teacher I I
(August 2019 to July 2021)

Davao City  Water  Distr ict
Community Relat ions and
External  Affairs Department

Community Relat ions
Special ist  (January 2019 to
July 2019)

University  of  the Phi l ippines Los
Baños 

UP Rural  High School
Assistant  Professor 1
(August 2012 -  July 2018)

Toshiba Information Equipment
(Phi ls)  

ISO 180001,  ISO 14001,  1SO
9001 Cert i f ied

Environment Engineer
(March 2011 -  June 2012)

WORK EXPERIENCE

Civi l  Status -  Marr ied
Birthdate -  June 3,  1988

Ateneo de Davao University ,
2019-2020

Continuing Professional
Education,  Unit  Earner in
Education 

University  of  the Phi l ippines
Los Baños,  Col lege,  Laguna
(2013-2017) 

Master  of  Science in
Chemical  Engineering 

University  of  the Phi l ippines
Los Baños,  Col lege,  Laguna
(2005-2010) 

Bachelor  of  Science in
Chemical  Engineering

PERSONAL INFORMATION

EDUCATION



In  December 2017,  on his f i rst  night  as a Peace Corps volunteer in the ancient  North
Macedonian city  of  Št ip ,  Cal  Mann was welcomed with a raucous party at  a rust ic cabin far
outside of  town. There was an abundance of  food and dr inks,  and a boom box blared local
music.  As the party raged wel l  past  midnight ,  Mann watched,  beer in hand.  “ I ’m l ike ,  I  can’t
do this for  two years,  that ’s  for  sure,”  he recal ls.

So you can understand his trepidat ion the next  day when he found out a barbecue was in
the works.  Being a good sport  and new to the city ,  he opted to go — a pivotal  decision,  i t
turns out.  At  the barbecue he struck up a conversat ion with a man named Zoran Kolev,
who spoke Engl ish.  As talk came around to Mann’s work as a Peace Corps volunteer ,  Kolev
mentioned that  there was a new service club in the city :  the Rotary Club of  Št ip.

“He told me they had just  started the club a few months before,”  Mann says.  “They didn’t
real ly  know what Rotary was,  but  someone had told them it  was a good thing to do.”  This
was great  news to Mann,  who had been a Rotary member since 2004 (and who current ly
belongs to the Rotary E-Club of  Si l icon Val ley) .

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES
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Peace Corps Volunteers and Rotary Members Find
Meaningful Connections

“ I  was thr i l led to have met someone involved
in Rotary so I  could tap into my experience
there.  And they were happy to have someone
who knew what Rotary was.”

Mann’s pr imary assignment with the Peace
Corps was to work with a legal  c l in ic for  Roma
residents,  but  volunteers are encouraged to
take on a side project.  Rotary became his.  “ I
had just  l inked up with a club of  people with
big networks in the community ,  and most
spoke Engl ish,”  Mann says.  “ I  may be dumb,
but I ’m not stupid.  I  f igured that ’s  a pretty
good opportunity.  I  better  jump on i t . ”

Rotary Club of  Št ip members review Rotary-
donated Engl ish- language chi ldren’s storybooks
with representat ives from the Goce Delčev-Št ip

pr imary school .



Photo courtesy of  Cal  Mann.



Mann connected the club with a youth group and worked on smal l  projects such as l i t ter
cleanups.  When two Peace Corps volunteers in Št ip who were teaching Engl ish needed
more books,  Mann talked to the club about f inding a local  distr ibutor  and also reached out
to his fr iends at  the Rotary Club of  La Jol la ,  Cal i fornia ,  where he’d been a member
previously ,  to connect them with the Št ip club so that  they could work together on the
project.

Mann’s supervisor at  the Peace Corps took not ice.  By the end of  2019,  Peace Corps
Northern Macedonia had placed four Peace Corps volunteers with Rotary clubs in the
country.  “The clubs loved i t  because they got volunteers who were real ly  knowledgeable in
the area of  community development and who had a lot  of  ideas,  energy,  t ime,  and ski l ls , ”
Mann says.  “The volunteers loved i t  because Rotary clubs immediately  gave them a good
connection to their  community and a natural  c i rcle of  fr iends.”

I t  was a match made in heaven.  Rotary and the Peace Corps seemed meant for  one
another — as subsequent developments would demonstrate.

I t  was an impromptu speech by John F.  Kennedy,  just  weeks before the 1960 presidential
elect ion,  that  catapulted the idea of  a volunteer corps of  Americans into publ ic
consciousness.  Speaking from the steps of  the student union at  the University  of
Michigan,  he chal lenged students,  who had been wait ing unt i l  wel l  after  midnight  for  his
arr ival ,  to contr ibute part  of  their  l i fe  to service.  The idea took hold,  and hundreds of
students signed pet i t ions pledging to volunteer.  In  March 1961,  President Kennedy signed
an executive order creat ing the Peace Corps.  “ ‘Ask not what your country can do for  you —
ask what you can do for  your country ’  was very real  for  me,”  says Ted Bendelow,  a member
of the Rotary Club of  Mead,  Colorado,  who joined the Peace Corps six months after
Kennedy’s assassinat ion and served in Liber ia from 1964 to 1966.

In the 60 years since i ts  creat ion,  more than 240,000 Americans have served in the Peace
Corps.  Chances are there might be a returned Peace Corps volunteer (known as an RPCV)
in your club or  distr ict .  “They pop up in Rotary more than you might think,”  says Charl ie
Hunt ,  a  member of  the Rotary Club of  Denver Lodo,  who served in Vanuatu from 2006 to
2008.  Hunt recal ls  attending a Rotary club meeting whi le travel ing to another part  of  the
United States and hearing an opinionated academic speaking about I ran.  “A Rotar ian took
her to task,”  Hunt says.  “He said he had spent two years in I ran.  He had been a Peace
Corps volunteer.”

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES
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The relat ionship between Rotary Internat ional  and the Peace Corps,  made off ic ial  with a
2014 partnership agreement ,  has i ts  foundation in the organizat ions’  shared values.  The
mission of  the Peace Corps — “to promote world peace and fr iendship”  — is one Rotary
has embraced for  more than 100 years.  And the Peace Corps’  chief  areas of  focus —
agriculture ,  community economic development ,  education,  environment ,  health ,  and youth
in development — have much in common with Rotary ’s.

The Peace Corps has three goals:  providing training for  men and women in interested host
countr ies;  helping people in those countr ies to better  understand Americans;  and helping
Americans to better  understand other peoples.  Service,  therefore,  is  meant to continue
once volunteers return home. “The third goal  is  not  necessari ly  just  about tel l ing stor ies
about your Peace Corps experience,”  Hunt says.  “ I t ’s  about being act ive in your community
and how you can best  take the things you’ve done in the Peace Corps and apply them
when you come back.”

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES
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Hunt attending a chiefs ’  meeting;  he was given
the name “Masi lae”  when he arr ived on the

island of  Émaé.  “ ‘Si lae’  means ‘man who helps’
and ‘Ma’  means ‘chief , ’  so technical ly  I  am a

chief  on the is land,”  he explains.



Photo courtesy of  Charl ie  Hunt.

Steve Werner ,  a  member of  the Rotary Club of
Denver Southeast and a Peace Corps volunteer
in Korea from 1976 to 1978,  recal ls  a meeting in
the ear ly  1990s with JFK’s brother- in- law
Sargent Shr iver ,  who had served as the f i rst
director  of  the Peace Corps.  Then the board
chair  for  the National  Peace Corps Associat ion,
Werner stopped by Shriver ’s  off ice to have him
sign some fundraising letters ,  a  task he thought
would take only 15 minutes.  But  Shr iver  was in
the mood to talk.  “He told me that  the vision
was that  once a Peace Corps volunteer ,  we
would always be a Peace Corps volunteer , ”
Werner says.  “We would continue to serve after
we got home to be examples to our fel low
Americans.  I t  was a big part  of  my motivat ion
for  becoming a Rotar ian.”

Elsewhere in 2016,  Andy Lenec was l istening to NPR with his son when he heard an
interview with the oldest  act ive Peace Corps volunteer at  the t ime:  87-year-old Al ice
Carter ,  who had just  f in ished her f i rst  year in Morocco.  “ I ’d  been a Rotar ian for  over  25
years and service is  second nature to me,”  Lenec says.  “ I  looked at  my son,  and he said ,
‘Go for  i t ,  Dad. ’  The next  thing I  know,  I ’m f i l l ing out  the Peace Corps appl icat ion form
onl ine.”



Lenec was assigned to Truskavets ,  a  smal l  c i ty  in  western Ukraine near the Pol ish border
where a Rotary club had appl ied for  a Peace Corps volunteer in partnership with the city
government and l ibrary.  The club was smal l  but  committed.  “Because of  economic
struggles,  Rotary in Ukraine can cost as much as one month’s salary for  annual  dues,”
Lenec says.  “Many just  cannot afford i t .  So a club of  what used to be 20 was down to
maybe 4.”

Werner served another tour as a Peace Corps volunteer in the country of  Georgia in 2016,
this t ime with Peace Corps Response.  Whi le similar  in  approach to the two-year tradit ional
program, Peace Corps Response assignments are shorter  (general ly  9-12 months) and
involve higher impact projects geared to volunteers with more technical  expert ise in a
part icular  program area.

Elsewhere in 2016,  Andy Lenec was l istening to NPR with his son when he heard an
interview with the oldest  act ive Peace Corps volunteer at  the t ime:  87-year-old Al ice
Carter ,  who had just  f in ished her f i rst  year in Morocco.  “ I ’d  been a Rotar ian for  over  25
years and service is  second nature to me,”  Lenec says.  “ I  looked at  my son,  and he said ,
‘Go for  i t ,  Dad. ’  The next  thing I  know,  I ’m f i l l ing out  the Peace Corps appl icat ion form
onl ine.”

Lenec was assigned to Truskavets ,  a  smal l  c i ty  in  western Ukraine near the Pol ish border
where a Rotary club had appl ied for  a Peace Corps volunteer in partnership with the city
government and l ibrary.  The club was smal l  but  committed.  “Because of  economic
struggles,  Rotary in Ukraine can cost as much as one month’s salary for  annual  dues,”
Lenec says.  “Many just  cannot afford i t .  So a club of  what used to be 20 was down to
maybe 4.”

Once in Truskavets ,  Lenec decided that  he wanted his side project  for  the Peace Corps to
involve young people.  He proposed an internat ional  youth conference to the Rotar ians,  and
they jumped at  the idea,  as did the city ’s  mayor.  As Lenec traveled to other Rotary clubs to
encourage them to support  the conference,  a Rotar ian asked i f  the conference could be
turned into a Rotary Youth Leadership Awards event ,  which was defunct in the country.
Lenec had been involved in RYLA for  years and had seen the impact i t  makes on youth.
Now he had a new goal :  “We were going to revive RYLA in Ukraine,”  he says.

Unfortunately ,  Lenec became i l l  whi le planning the event and had to return to Colorado,
where he is  now a member of  the Rotary Club of  Denver Lodo.  But another Peace Corps
volunteer in Ukraine,  Shannon Carter ,  stepped in and worked with Rotar ians to keep the 

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES
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momentum going.  During the summer of  2019,  the RYLA took place;  17 young people from
Ukraine,  Japan,  and Armenia part ic ipated.  “ I t  cemented faith in the program,”  Carter  says.
Carter  then helped organize a v ir tual  RYLA in 2020 with more than 700 registered
part ic ipants.

Unl ike Lenec with his decades of  Rotary experience,  Carter  had none.  But she soon
discovered how valuable the Rotary network would be,  both with RYLA and her future
projects.  Fol lowing up on work Lenec had done to raise awareness of  the RYLA project
with clubs in North America,  Carter  was introduced to Gordon Crann,  a member of  the
Rotary Club of  Hamilton After  Five,  Ontar io.  Crann,  who has an extensive global  network
as past chair  of  both the Rotary Act ion Group for  Peace and the Rotary Act ion Group for
Community and Economic Development ,  offered to help Carter  promote RYLA. Then he
went one step further :  He suggested she also apply for  a Rotary Peace Fel lowship.

“ I  was very impressed by Shannon and her organizat ional  abi l i ty , ”  Crann says.  “She was
the key person in br inging everything together ,  and this was an interna-t ional  effort .  Peace
Corps volunteers have shown they have a commitment to Service Above Self  by taking
t ime off  [ for  publ ic  service] ,  when they could be making a lot  more money in jobs in the
United States.”

Carter  appl ied,  and today she is  a Rotary Peace Fel low at  the University  of  Bradford,
England,  and a member of  the Rotaract  Club of  Lviv  Internat ional ,  Ukraine.  “ I  went into
RYLA ant icipat ing personal  growth,  but  I  d idn’t  foresee the internat ional  network I  would
gain that  would provide future opportunit ies l ike the Rotary Peace Fel lowship,”  Carter
says.  “My experience as a Peace Corps volunteer cemented my confidence in myself  and
made me real ize we are ful ly  able to do what we want in l i fe.”

One of  the dr iv ing forces behind the Rotary-Peace Corps partnership at  the internat ional
level  is  a group of  returned Peace Corps volunteers from Colorado who named themselves
the “Tiger  Team,”  after  a dog owned by one of  i ts  members.  The group began meeting in
November 2009 at  the inst igat ion of  Sue Fox,  a past  president of  the Rotary Club of
Denver and a returned Peace Corps volunteer who served in Liber ia from 1968 to 1970.
Fox recognized the potent ial  for  the two groups;  as she told a local  business magazine at
the t ime,  “RPCVs and Rotar ians are kindred spir i ts ,  seeking the same goals embodied in
Rotary ’s  motto,  Service Above Self .”

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES
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The Tiger  Team expanded to include other Rotar ians as wel l  as returned Peace
Corps volunteers who were not aff i l iated with Rotary.  Their  group,  which became
the organizat ion Partner ing for  Peace,  proposed to Rotary Internat ional  and the
Peace Corps administrat ion that  a formal  al l iance be establ ished between the two
organizat ions.  That step was taken in May 2014,  and the partnership was recently
renewed for  another three years.

“What real ly  drove us ini t ia l ly  was the concern for  people in the countr ies where
the Peace Corps and Rotary work,”  says Werner ,  one of  the or iginal  Tiger  Team
members.  “By working together ,  we could create bigger ,  more sustainable
projects.”

Through the partnership ,  the Rotary and Peace Corps global  networks are
encouraged to share their  resources and knowledge to boost the impact of
development projects global ly .  There are many ways Peace Corps volunteers and
Rotary members can support  each other ,  whether before,  dur ing,  or  after  a Peace
Corps assignment.  (See “How to Work with a Peace Corps Volunteer , ”  page 55.)
Hunt ,  for  example,  speaks at  a send-off  brunch hosted by the local  Peace Corps
recruiter  every year to encourage volunteers to connect with their  home Rotary
club before they go overseas.  Bendelow connected a Rotary club embarking on a
service project  in  Nicaragua with Peace Corps volunteers who had served in the
country and could advise the Rotar ians on cultural  norms. Lenec,  Carter ,  and
Mann saw their  efforts as Peace Corps volunteers amplif ied when they worked
with Rotary clubs.  And i t ’s  been Hunt ’s  experience that  returned Peace Corps
volunteers make great  club speakers.  “Typical ly  what volunteers f ind is  that  when
they talk about their  experience with fr iends,  their  f r iends’  eyes glaze over , ”  Hunt
says.  “Gett ing in front  of  Rotary clubs is  more cathart ic.”

Kim Dixon knows al l  about that.  After  she returned to North Carol ina from her
2014-16 Peace Corps assignment in Georgia ,  she spoke at  f ive Rotary clubs about
her experiences.  “The Rotary clubs were most welcoming and interested,”  she
says.  “They al l  invited me to join their  c lubs and also were wait ing for  an ‘ask’  for
a funding project.  I  d idn’t  have a project  at  the t ime,  but  now I  know better .”

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES
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In  2019,  Dixon joined the Rotary Club of  Raleigh Midtown,  f inding i t  an easy way to
connect with l ike-minded people and continue serving her  community.  “Being away
for several  years ,  I  d idn’t  have the connections anymore to f ind nonprofi ts to
support , ”  she says.  “Rotary just  dropped in my lap l ike a present.”

As 2020 began,  Mann was making great  progress with his in i t iat ive to connect
Peace Corps volunteers and Rotary members in North Macedonia.  The post ing of
four volunteers to a Rotary club in their  assignment city  was going so wel l  that
the organizat ion was planning to have 10 more volunteers in the next  cohort  join
up with Rotary clubs.  Mann signed on for  another year of  Peace Corps service to
see the ini t iat ive through.  Then,  one day in March,  his country director  cal led him
into his off ice.  Ear l ier  in  the week,  Mann had f loated the idea of  staying on for  a
fourth year ,  and now he joked about the quick response.

The country director  didn’t  laugh.  Instead,  as Mann recal ls ,  he said ,  “ I  have an
option for  you:  You can get  on a plane in 12 hours or  36 hours,  but  you have to get
on a plane.”  Because of  the COVID-19 pandemic,  the Peace Corps was suspending
operat ions global ly  for  the f i rst  t ime in i ts  history.  Al l  volunteers needed to go
home.

Only two weeks ear l ier ,  Mann had moved to Skopje ,  the country ’s  capital .  He had a
new bed he hadn't  even slept  in yet ,  but  36 hours later  he was on his way back to
Cal ifornia.  In al l ,  the Peace Corps evacuated nearly  7 ,000 people in 60 countr ies ,
many in remote vi l lages,  in  10 days.  “ I ’m an opt imist  by nature,”  Mann says.  “But I
was real ly  naively  opt imist ic ,  so much so that  I  d idn’t  unpack my bags for  three
days.  I  thought they’d cal l  me and tel l  me I ’m coming back.”

Over the past  year ,  Mann has been mentor ing Rotaractors and speaking at  Rotary
clubs about his Peace Corps experience.  He was nominated (as was Hunt)  for  the
2021 Li l l ian Carter  Award,  which is  given to outstanding individuals who serve in
the Peace Corps at  age 50 or  older.  But  the minute he can go back to North
Macedonia,  he’s prepared.  As he chats over Zoom, he glances at  a nearby closet.

ROTARY VOICESROTARY VOICES

17



“ I  took everything out of  that  closet  and put everything I  need for  the Peace Corps
in there,  including luggage,”  he says.  “When the f i re dr i l l  goes off ,  I  can pack
faster  than anybody.  I ’m ready to go.”

This story or iginal ly  appeared in the September 2021 issue of  Rotary  magazine.

ARTICLE TAKEN FROM: https://www.rotary.org/en/peace-corps-volunteers-and-
rotary-members-f ind-meaningful-connections
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Mann at  a cultural  event held by the Yuruk
ethnic community near the town of Radoviš.



Photo courtesy of  Cal  Mann.

https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/magazines/rotary


"Literacy is not
a luxury,  it  is  a

ri ght  and
resp o nsibility."
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-  Wil l iam J.  Cl inton
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R C W W D  C L U B  R E C O G N I T I O N  S U M M A R YR C W W D  C L U B  R E C O G N I T I O N  S U M M A R Y

A S  O F  A U G U S T  2 0 2 1A S  O F  A U G U S T  2 0 2 1

T O T A L  A L L  T I M E  G I V I N G :  U S D  1 4 1 , 3 1 5 -T O T A L  A L L  T I M E  G I V I N G :  U S D  1 4 1 , 3 1 5 -

A C T I V E  M E M B E R S
Multiple Paul Harris Fellows FRP
Ma. Luisa Jacinto
Lorna Llamas
Divina Fe Boiser
Remie Calaguas
Estela Maribel Vilela
Armi Geralyn Espiritu
Teresita Yñiguez
Leonida Santos
Mae Dolendo
Gina Marie Espejo
Vangi Schwendener
Marivic Jimenez
Luna Gaviola
Ma. Luisa Aportadera
Vegloure Maguinsay
Ma. Corazon Reyes
Jannette Valderosa
Elisa Lapiña
Belinda Fernandez
Marilou Baarde
Myriam Tan
Maribel Chua
Corazon Cuison
Elsa Villagomeza
Sylvia Austria
Letty Tai
Evelyn Ong
Teresita Fitzback
Cecille Diaz
Josephine Liamzon

USD 9,000.00+
USD 9,000.00+
USD 8,054.42
USD 8,007.88
USD 7,371.01
USD 6,079.88
USD 5,058.92
USD 4,404.65
USD 4,337.38
USD 4,152.38
USD 4,059.88
USD 4,046.38
USD 4,054.38
USD 4,044.38
USD 3,394.38
USD 3,349.38
USD 3,244.38
USD 3,077.38
USD 3,074.88
USD 3,044.38
USD 3,010.82
USD 3,007.92
USD 2,377.38
USD 2,256.38
USD 2,194.38
USD 2,157.96
USD 2,157.38
USD 2,054.38
USD 2,033.46
USD 2,022.38

5400
400
800
600

2800
1000
1700

-
1000
1400
200

-
300
100
200
300
200
1100

-
900
500
200
500
500
200
800
200
700
300
300

Paul Harris Fellows
Vanessa Madayag
Vida Könst
Cheryl Gomez
Emmanouelle Zhang
Bai Johanna Zainal
Alessandra Könst

USD 1,482.88
USD 1,400.00
USD 1,331.42
USD 1,229.38
USD 1,109.88
USD 1,103.00

400
-

300
700
500
300

FRP

-
-
-

Honorary Members
Nonoy Aquino
Efren Abratique
Antonio Llamas
Francisco Vilela
Mario Luis Jacinto

Major Donor++
USD 2,600.00
USD 2,000.00
USD 1,000.00
USD 602.27

250
1200
100
100

-

Sustaining Members
Marydict T. Rosales
Chona Lamparas
Odessa Palma Gil

USD 456.38
USD 199.38
USD 154.50

*FRP - Foundation
Recognition Points
available for transfer
Transfer of FRP can
only be done by the
donor concerned as it
requires his/her
signature. Forms can be
downloaded at
Rotary.org (please be
guided accordingly.

Club No. 28480 | District 3860

T H E  R O T A R Y  C L U B
O F  W A L I N G -

W A L I N G  D A V A O

This is to certify that Rtn.
___________________________

attended the meeting on
___________________________
Thurday, 12:30 PM at the

Grand Men Seng Hotel
___________________________
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RC Central Davao, Grand Men Seng
Hotel

RC East Davao, The Marco Polo Hotel

RC Downtown Davao, Grand Men Seng
Hotel
RC South Davao, The Marco Polo Hotel
RC Matina Davao, The Apo Golf Club
RC Davao 2000, Roadway Inn
RC Sta. Ana Davao, Grand Men Seng
Hotel
RC Pag-Asa Davao, Lispher Inn (every
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month)
RC Calinan, JM Bargomento Hitoan
RC Digos, A&B Hotel

RC Davao, RC Davao Club House
RC Waling-Waling Davao, Grand Men
Seng Hotel
RC West Davao, The Marco Polo Hotel

RC North Davao, RCND Clubhouse

RC Digos South, Pearl Convention Center
RC Toril Davao, RCTD Clubhouse

RC Bansalan, Gem's Place

Monday



Tuesday



Wednesday



















Thursday









Friday



Saturday





Sunday

1830



1215



1215



1215
1830
1830
1900
1900








1215
1230
1830






1830



1900
1930



1200

LEGEND: TL - Team Leader

M O N T H L Y  H O S T  T E A M S

Chona Lamparas (TL)
Remie Calaguas
Gigi Espiritu
Marivic Jimenez
Tess Yniquez
Vangi Schwendener
Melot Baarde

Trailblazers
(July, October, January, April)

Pathfinders
(August, November, February, May)
Lorna Llamas (TL)
Fe Boiser
Che Gomez
Nen Santos
Zony Reyes
Sylvia Austria
Teri Fitzback

Changemakers
(September, December, March, June)

Ma-em Zhang (TL)
Ces Diaz
Mae Dolendo
Malou Jacinto
Veg Maguinsay
Jaja Valderosa
Maribel Vilela

Odessa Palma Gil
Corrie Cuison
Jo Liamzon
Luchi Aportadera
Gina Espejo
Vida Könst
LettyTai

Maribel Chua
Belinda Fernandez
Vanessa Madayag
Myriam Tan
Evelyn Ong

Elayza Lapina
Happy Rosales
Elsa Villagomeza
Luna Gaviola
Bai Zainal
Alex Könst
Sophiya Avisado

S E P T E M B E R
C E L E B R A T I O N S

September 19 - Treas. Maribel Chua

September 9 - Rtn. Belinda & Spouse
Boni Fernandez

September 28, 2006 - PP Cheryl
Gomez

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES

W H E N ,  W H E R E ,  &  T O - D O
M A K E U P

DAY TIME CLUB/VENUE

AUGUST - Membership & Extension Month
SEPTEMBER - Basic Education & Literacy Month
OCTOBER - Economic & Community Development
NOVEMBER - The Rotary Foundation Month
DECEMBER - Disease Prevention & Treatment
JANUARY - Vocational Service Month
FEBRUARY - Peace & Conflict
                       Prevention/Resolution
MARCH - Water & Sanitation Month
APRIL - Maternal & Child Care Month
MAY - Youth Service Month
JUNE - Rotary Fellowships Month

M O N T H L Y  O B S E R V A N C E S  I N
R O T A R Y






